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Now concerning the wearing of masks, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know

that in the time before Covid, we were enticed and led astray thinking that we were not responsible for one

another's health. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the spirit of love ever says

'masks be cursed!'; and no one can say 'masks are a really good idea for everybody!’ except through a spirit of

love.

Now there are varieties of masks, but the same spirit of wearing them; and there are varieties of mask

wearers, but the same virus; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same precautions that must be

shown to everyone.

To each is given a manifestation of a mask for the common good. To one a mask is given through our mask

makers, and to another a purchased one online, or in a store according to the same spirit of protection. Some

fashion one after watching a video on YouTube, to another... they already had some. The knowledge of

needing to wear one according to the same spirit, to another faith that the same spirit will improve health

and save lives.

Another receives the gifts of healing by this generous spirit, to another this seems no less than the working of

a miracle, another prophecies that we'll get through all of this sooner by observing these loving precautions,

to another the discernment of figuring out how all can get one, to another the knowledge that a mask hides

all kinds of mouths and tongues, to another the understanding that those mouths and tongues are still there,

behind those masks.

All these are activated by one and the same spirit, and we hope to allot to each one individually just as they

choose.

In other words, wear a mask!...

Because loving our neighbor as ourselves is the crux of it. When we wear a mask we are saying that we love

and care for ourselves, and that we love and care for our neighbors. If our neighbor is sick (and perhaps

doesn't even know it yet) our masks help protect US. If WE are sick (and perhaps don't even know it yet) our

masks help protect OUR NEIGHBOR...

... it is a tangible and visible manifestation and practice of our LOVE.

The Rev Greg Brown

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church

Charlotte, NC
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